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look at the art of gilding and page layout in two manuscripts of Khajeh
Ahmad Kasani's letters

Zeinab Rahmanian Koushkaki*
Mohammad Ali Atash Sowda**
Seyyed Mohsen Sajedi Rad™*

Abstract

Khajeh Ahmad Kasani (A11-1¢% AH.), one of the famous mystics of the
Nagshbandi dynasty in Mavara-o-Nabhr, is the founder of the Deh-Bidiyyah or
Kasaniyya school, and has more than thirty mystical treatises. Most of these
treatises, which are available in manuscript form in various libraries and are few
and scattered, have been introduced or corrected in various researches. The
current research, with a descriptive-analytical method, is an inquiry on the art of
gilding, page layout and the features used in two manuscripts of Kasani's letters
in the Qajar era. These include Majlis Y¥° and Ganjbakhsh YY1Y, from the point
of view of the composition within the text, examining the colors and frequently
used motifs. . The beginning and title pages in many editions, including these two
editions, are worthy of attention and a lot of care has been taken in decorating
and arranging them. The opening pages of these two versions have similar
inscriptions, and the majority of the inscriptions are domes or altars, which
indicate the prevalence and development of the art of gilding in the Qajar period.
Colorful flowers are often seen in the gilded text and sometimes seen in the page
layout of the title pages of these works. Between the lines in the opening pages is
gilded and the middle pages of the versions are tabulated. In these two editions,
there are arranged borders in red on the opening pages and all pages; but these
borders are without religion, inlays, flowers, leaves and colors.

Keywords: Ahmad Kasani, Gilding, Letters, Page layout, Manuscripts.

* Doctoral student of mystical literature, Fasa branch, Islamic Azad University, Fasa, Iran
** Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Fasa Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Fasa, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

*** Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Fasa Branch of
Islamic Azad University, Fasa, Iran.



